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is great, but it has also caused a logjam of 
trains waiting on rail lines and blocking cross-
ings, sometimes for hours on end. It was re-
ported that last week near the small commu-
nity of Byron in my district, a train blocked a 
state highway for five hours and could not 
move the fifty feet to clear the crossing be-
cause the crew had reached its maximum 
hours of service. A new crew was required be-
fore the train could be moved. 

I recognize that the rail system is very com-
plex and there are many factors that go into 
trains being held and crossings being blocked. 
But I still struggle with the fact that motorists, 
including emergency services, were forced to 
wait five hours for a train to move fifty feet. 
Part of the benefit in moving goods by rail is 
to relieve congestion on the roads, not in-
crease it. The goal of this legislation is to pro-
vide a common sense solution to scenarios 
such as the instance in Byron. 

While I realize these are the waning days of 
the 113th Congress, I hope that by at least in-
troducing this legislation now, it will continue a 
discussion here in Congress and with the rail 
industry and rail labor on this common sense 
solution. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, 
on September 15, 2014, I missed one re-
corded vote on the House ‘‘floor.’’ Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
No. 497. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE HBCU HIS-
TORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing a bill to reauthorize the Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) His-
toric Preservation Program. I have always 
studied history, and taught it at the high 
school level. Throughout my tenure in Con-
gress, I have worked to support historic pres-
ervation efforts which preserve and protect our 
nation’s treasured institutions. The bill I am in-
troducing today would continue a tremen-
dously successful program which has been 
widely supported by many of my colleagues 
from both sides of the aisle. 

HBCUs represent a unique and critical as-
pect of African American history in the United 
States. Many of these institutions are over 100 
years old, but this history lives on today as 
these colleges and universities continue to 
thrive. In 1996, $29 million was originally pro-
vided in grants to preserve historic sites on 
HBCU campuses. In 1998, at the request of 
the Congressional Black Caucus, the GAO 
conducted a study to identify and project the 
cost of preserving and protecting threatened 
historic buildings and sites on the more that 
100 HBCU campuses in the United States. 

The GAO identified 712 historic sites which 
would require $755 million to successfully pre-
serve. Truly the costs of this project are chal-
lenging, but we have made progress. Re-
sponding to the GAO study, in 2002, Con-
gress authorized an additional $60 million for 
six years. 

I have seen the results firsthand. Several 
historic buildings at Allen, Claflin, and South 
Carolina State Universities, and Voorhees and 
Benedict Colleges in my district have been 
successfully restored. These structures are 
icons on their respective campuses and in 
their communities. They are living testaments 
to African American and South Carolina his-
tory. Arnett Hall at Allen University was de-
signed by an African American architect and 
built by the students themselves in 1891. If 
this building were lost, that link to the past 
would be severed, never to be revived again. 
Through a grant from this program, it has 
been stabilized, restored and is being pre-
served. These results are not limited to South 
Carolina. Since its origin in 1996, 59 institu-
tions have benefited in 20 different states. 

While there are many success stories, the 
need is still great. Sites identified by the GAO 
are still threatened and are continuing to dete-
riorate. The authorization for this program has 
expired, and it has not received appropriations 
since the Recovery Act in 2009. Congress 
must not abandon the progress we have 
made. This bill would reauthorize the program 
for ten years at the same funding level. It will 
not by itself reach the total funding needed for 
every threatened site, but it will revive this ini-
tiative and continue to make progress pre-
serving these historic campuses. I have been 
privileged to receive strong support from my 
colleagues in the Congressional Black Caucus 
and many other members of both parties for 
these efforts, and I look forward to working 
with all of them to extend this vital program 
and preserve our Nation’s history. 
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CELEBRATING THE GRAND OPEN-
ING OF THE BRIDGESTONE 
AMERICAS BIORUBBER PROCESS 
RESEARCH CENTER IN MESA, AZ 

HON. MATT SALMON 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the grand opening of the 
Bridgestone Americas Biorubber Process Re-
search Center in Mesa, Arizona on September 
22, 2014. 

I’m honored to represent this facility, which 
will serve as a research and development cen-
ter for advancing the use of the desert-based 
Guayule plant—native to the Southwestern 
United States—as an alternative natural rub-
ber source for Bridgestone products. 

This research will help further the develop-
ment of a more diverse domestic, sustainable 
and renewable source for natural rubber that 
will decrease the reliance on rubber trees. 

The Biorubber facility will be supplied with 
guayule from the nearby Bridgestone Guayule 
Agro Operations Farm in Eloy, AZ which is ex-
pected to submit its first sample for research 
for evaluation by mid-year 2015. 

The Biorubber facility will provide significant 
economic benefits to my district with 40 high- 

skilled research and technician jobs, in addi-
tion to the almost 500 Bridgestone employees 
already in the state. 

The opening of this facility further under-
scores Bridgestone’s ongoing commitment to 
technological and environmental innovation, 
and adds to its reputation as a leader in cor-
porate environmental sustainability. 

Again, I would like to congratulate 
Bridgestone Americas on the grand opening of 
its new Biorubber Process Research Center. 

I am proud that Bridgestone is an integral 
part of our community, and I’m pleased to 
commemorate this significant development in 
Arizona’s 5th District. 
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SISTERS OF MERCY CELEBRATE 
120 YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate a momentous occasion—the 120 
years of service the Sisters of Mercy have 
graciously provided the City of Laredo, Texas. 
For over a century, these Sisters have faith-
fully contributed to the health and wellbeing of 
the residents within my hometown. 

Three Sisters arrived in Laredo in 1894 with 
the mission of building the city’s first hospital. 
They came from Dublin, Ireland, and less than 
one month after their arrival, they accom-
plished their goal and opened a medical facil-
ity with six rooms and twelve beds. Though 
they were not formally trained in nursing, they 
committed to learning in order to serve the 
needy of Laredo. As the population and health 
care needs grew, Sisters of Mercy expanded 
to new buildings to care for as many 
Laredoans as possible. 

Over the last 120 years, nearly 120 Sisters 
have faithfully served in Laredo, many of 
whom served for decades at a time. There are 
presently five sisters who serve the Laredo 
community: Sister Maria Luisa Vera, who re-
cently celebrated her 50th jubilee and is Presi-
dent of Mercy Ministries; Sister Rosemary 
Welsh, who has served Laredo for 22 years 
and is the Executive Director at Casa de 
Misericordia and the Director of Outreach 
Services at Mercy Clinic; Sister Olivia 
Obregon, who has served for a total of 33 
years in various nursing supervisory positions; 
Sister Kathleen Tinnel, who has served La-
redo for 12 years both as a pediatric nurse 
and a minister; and the newest Sister—Sister 
Beth Yoest—who is on the faculty at St. Peter 
Memorial School. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize the Sisters of Mercy for 
commendably caring for the citizens of Laredo 
throughout the past 120 years. I thank you for 
this time. 
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SUPPORTING THE REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA’S NATIONAL DAY 

HON. DINA TITUS 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
rise today with the people of the Republic of 
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